
(Update from Kenya Dated 02/11/2021) 
 
Dear Fr. Leo  
Greetings to you from Kenya. First of all I hope you and all those in your care are keeping safe 
and well in this time of pandemic. Know that you and yours are in our prayers and especially in 
the prayers of the people who are benefitting greatly from all the help they receive from your 
parish and from the anonymous donor.   
Here in Kenya the pandemic continues though with nothing like the cases you are having in the 
USA. For this we are very grateful to God as our healthcare system could never handle the level 
of infection that other countries are having.   
All schools in the country were closed from March of last year and reopened fully at the 
beginning of January. This meant that our kindergarten in Ewuaso and Saikeri were closed and 
also that the girls in our rescue centre were in the centre all the time. Regrettably we also saw 
an increase in the number of girls rescued during the closure of schools and the number of ‘in 
danger’ girls in the Centre increased by 4. By this I mean that out of the almost 20 girls that 
were in danger of genital mutilation and early marriage and were brought to us we were able to 
reconcile 16 of them and only 4 of them could not return to their families as they would still be 
in danger of being cut and then married off so they remain with the other girls in the Rescue 
Centre and have all restarted school.   
While the schools were closed we used the time to do maintenance and also to prepare for 
reopening. This meant to meet the government’s stipulations for opening ‘safely’ in a covid19 
period we had to make sure that air could circulate clearly in classrooms so a lot of bushes we 
had growing near classrooms had to be seriously cut back, we also had to install hand wash 
stations at the entrance of each school and for every classrooms.  Also each class (8) were given 
a thermometer, sanitizer and facemasks for each member of staff.  Thanks to the goodness and 
with the agreement of Cross Catholic Outreach, who help us with funding for a feeding and 
nutrition program for the children in the Kindergarten in Ewuaso, we were able to redirect the 
funds when the children were not at school to paying the salaries of the teachers and ancillary 
staff. Normally the funding for this comes from the small fees that parents give (30 US$ a 
term).   
The school is now back operating and all 210 students in Ewuaso and 70 in Saikeri are safely 
back.   
The money that we received through you from the anonymous donor at the beginning of 
November (10,000 US$) was used specifically to be able to continue the food relief program 
that we had been running for the disabled children and their families in the parish. We were 
able to continue with the distribution of food (which consists of Rice, Sugar, Cooking oil, 
Tea, Salt, Wheat Flour, Maize Flour and soap ) every two weeks for 57 families. We started in 
November and are able to continue with this money until the end of April.   
While we continue with this program we are  also able, through a donation we received from 
another donor,  to  help these children with material like hearings aids / wheelchairs/ various 
operations and physiotherapy and also enrolment in school for special education.   
Our other projects in the parish such as the sponsorship of high school students, helping people 
to start in small scale farming,  supplying of clean water to the entire community of Saikeri, as 
well as the pastoral care and outreach that we do everyday are continuing well despite the 



disruption caused by the pandemic. However our future plans have been very much put on 
hold for this period of pandemic but, God willing, they include the following:  

1.       For the school in Saikeri it is my understanding from Fr. John that your parish 
gave money which has been put towards the feeding and nutrition program there. 
Cross Catholic Outreach helped us from July 2019 until school closed in March 2020 
with funding for that but then reverted to only helping Ewuaso School. The money 
that came from your parish was held in reserve and will be enough to keep 
this Nutrition program going in Saikeri until June of this year. Should Cross Catholic 
Outreach not increase their funding we will be trying to cover the shortfall of 5,880 
US$ for the year from July 2021- June 2022.   

2.       We have had a request from the community in Enkorika, one of the outlying, 
interior areas of the parish to build a small kindergarten school as we have done in 
Saikeri. They are much more interior than Saikeri and much more impoverished. 
They have seen the difference that the early childhood education has made for 
Ewuaso and more recently Saikeri and were hoping for something the same in their 
area.  I can see the merit and benefit in such a project but as the request has only 
come in the last couple of months I have not had time to discuss it with the parish 
council yet as they will not meet until March.     

3.       Fr. John is working on finding donors to be able to help the community and 
parish complete the building of the parish church. For all these years we have been 
using a small social hall which your predessor, Fr. Steve, and some parishioners have 
seen. However as numbers increase a bigger and actual church building is 
needed.  This is a work that was begun in 2015 and financed only by donations and 
local fundraising by the parishioners. They held 2 fundraisers one in 2015 and the 
other in 2018 and raised the equivalent of over 50,000 US$. They had planned other 
fundraising events but with drought and then the pandemic it hasn’t been possible 
because people have nothing or little to give. Fr. John was responsible for the 
building and with the money the local people raised it has reached roof level.   

This is a rather quick report on what has been happening and some of the future projects that 
are in the pipeline depending of the availability of funding.  
I hope and pray that you and all in the combined parishes, your social concerns committee and 
the anonymous donor continue to receive grace from almighty God. Please pass on our love 
and best wishes to the all.  
Your in Christ   
Br. Vincent Mwinami I.C.   
ewuasochurchprojects@hotmail.com 
 
 
 


